I AM SAM

Sam and Rita enter Rita’s apartment



Sam

Wow!



Rita

Let's work in the den. It's down here.

Rita sits down and starts arranging her papers while eating



Rita

Our strategy is we're aggressively pursuing a support system. I'm going to ask you "How are you prepared to help Lucy at school?"



Sam

Let me see. Let me see.



Rita

Sam, I told you, you have to stop saying that. It makes you look stupid. OK, try again. You say you will find her a tutor. Then I say, "How will you pay for it?"



Sam

Could you slow down? Why do you eat so fast?



Rita

We have been over this a million times.

Sam

Yeah.



Rita

You found her a free tutoring service at the YWCA.



Sam

But I didn't. You did.



Rita

Look Sam. Can you grasp the concept of manipulating the truth? Not lying. Just a little tweak here and there.



Sam

No. You're so lucky. You get to play with Willy any time you want.



Rita

He doesn't want to play with me.



Sam

Yes, he does. Yes, he does. He does. He thinks you don't want to play, maybe.



Rita

That's ridiculous. Of course I do.



Sam

Tweak.



Rita

I drove around after work yesterday till 9:30 Iooking for that frigging Raptor scooter!… Okey. I am sorry Sam I think we should try to start over. Let see lets pretend I’m Mr. Turner ones more and I’ll ask you the questions he would. So, what made you harass that young boy at your house?



Sam
I didn't harass that boy, and you know it, Rita.



Rita
I'm pretending to be Mr. Turner. Remember?



Sam
If I look at you, I'm gonna laugh again. OK, Mr. Turner.



Rita
I'm Mr. Turner. All right? Isn't Lucy already smarter than you?



Sam

Yeah.



Rita

You buried yourself. You've got to do better.



Sam
I kind of think we're the same smart.



Rita
What does that mean?



Sam
I know the bus routes better than she does.



Rita
How does that make you the same smart?



Sam
Doesn't every parent want their kid to be smart?



Rita

That's true, but the issue here is that at the age of seven, Lucy is smarter than you.



Sam

But in some ways, I'm smarter than she is.


Rita

You got to be firm on this. 


Sam

In some ways, she's-- In some ways, I'm smarter than her. In some ways, I'm smarter than you, Mr. Turner. In some ways, I'm smarter than you, Judge McNeilly.



Rita
Whoa. Take it down. Want some marshmallows? Now, we also have to do something about your outfit you cannot go to the stand without a suit. (Rita gets a suit from the closet). This is my husband's. He'll never notice. He has ten more just like it. Try it on.



Sam
Will you look that way?



Rita
In there.

Sam starts to change behind a small curtain while Rita keeps talking



Rita

Now Sam tell me again why don't you think it would be better for Lucy if she lived with a permanent foster family and you could visit.


Sam
No, I don't think that's a very good idea, see. Because the Fosters, they don't know Lucy. And I know Lucy because I'm her father. So, I think if they want to see her then the Fosters can come over to our house to visit her. And I'm very firm on this. I'm very firm on this idea, because Lucy belongs with me.



Rita

Why?

Sam comes out dress in the suit playing with the tie. Rita is astonished when she notice him.



Sam

Remember when Paul McCartney wrote the song "Michelle" and then he only wrote

the first part, Annie said. And then he gave that part to John Lennon and he wrote the part that said "I love you, I love you, I love you." Annie said that it wouldn't have been the same song without that and that's why the whole world cried when the Beatles broke up on April 10, 1970.



Sam

I wasn't exactly sure how to tie this. Does it look bad?



Rita
No. Very, very good. (Rita begins to cross his tie) Cross over once. And loop this around and up inside of the neck. And then pull up on the skinny part.



Sam
Oh, yeah. Yeah.

End of Scene

